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electronic Federal Depository Library
Program and began a pilot project to
test the GPO’s ability to digitize retro-
spective Government publications for
online public access. Throughout his
tenure, Bruce has ensured that we have
the products and services we need to
conduct our daily business in Congress.

In carrying out this program of
change, Bruce brought to the GPO a
broad range of business principles and
practices, earning him the title of 2006
Civilian Executive of the Year from
Government Computer News. He in-
stilled a new focus on customer service
for Congress and the departments and
agencies that depend on the GPO and
has provided new service options that
make it easier and more convenient to
use the GPO. He turned around the fi-
nancial status of the agency, posting a
positive financial performance every
year since 2004 and reversing a pattern
of previous losses that has provided the
agency with the capital to make much-
needed investments in technology. He
brought aboard a wide range of experts
in technology and systems integration,
finance, marketing, secure and intel-
ligent documents, digital media, and
related fields, to guide the GPO for-
ward. And to his credit, Bruce brought
before the Congress the issue of how
best to utilize the GPO’s aging and out-
sized buildings for its future oper-
ations.

Mr. President, Congress, Federal de-
partments and agencies, and all those
among the public who rely on the GPO
have been well served over the past 4
years by Public Printer Bruce James.
His unceasing call for technology mod-
ernization and his steadfast adherence
to business best practices will leave a
legacy of continued improvement at
the GPO for many years to come. As
Bruce departs the GPO to return to re-
tirement in his beloved Nevada, he
leaves with our best wishes and the
thanks of a grateful nation for a job
well done.

———
TRIBUTE TO JERRY M. HAMMOND

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, as chair-
man of the Joint Committee on Print-
ing, I want to pay tribute to Jerry
Hammond, Director of Congressional
Publishing Services, who retired from
the Government Printing Office, GPO,
after 37 years of Government service.

Mr. Hammond graduated from
DeMatha High School in 1969 and then
served as a sergeant, E-5, in the U.S.
Marines Corps. Jerry came to GPO in
1972 and graduated in the apprentice
class of 1977 in the Hand Section of the
Composing Division. Mr. Hammond
joined the Office of Congressional Pub-
lishing Services in 1985 and was pro-
moted to the position of Director in
2004.

Jerry worked on the night shift at
GPO for many years working closely
with several congressional offices,
House and Senate, night in and night
out, to ensure the production and de-
livery of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD,
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House and Senate Calendars, and con-
gressional bills and reports. He was
also instrumental in establishing re-
mote composition capabilities at con-
gressional offices which continue to be
used today.

Jerry Hammond also worked very
closely with my staff on the Joint Con-
gressional Committee on Inaugural
Ceremonies. He assisted us with the
very successful redesign of the inau-
gural tickets, enhancing their security,
usability, and appearance. Addition-
ally, he personally oversaw the print-
ing of the programs, gifts, menus, and
various other inaugural products. Any-
one who has worked with Jerry over
the years could not help but be im-
pressed with his easygoing demeanor,
especially under the pressure of meet-
ing the printing requirements of Con-
gress.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
thanking Jerry Hammond for his serv-
ice to GPO and Congress. We wish him
all the best in his retirement.

————

FATHER ANGELO D’AGOSTINO

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, two Sun-
days ago, when Marcelle and I were at
mass at Holy Trinity at Georgetown,
we listened to a homily about the life
of Angelo D’Agostino, SJ. I had been
thinking about Father D’Ag, as those
of us knew him called him, since I had
received word from his dear friend Ben
Palumbo that he had died. Ben and
Madge Palumbo were wonderful friends
to Father D’Ag, as they have been to
Marcelle and me.

As Father Kevin O’Brien noted while
talking about the home Father
D’Agostino began in Nyumbani, Kenya,
Father D’Ag worked tirelessly to raise
money, especially for abandoned HIV-
positive children. His Nyumbani vil-
lage was designed to hold together fam-
ilies, where most members had lost
their normal family cohesiveness be-
cause of deaths from AIDS. So many of
us, like my friend Senator Dennis
DeConcini and others, always re-
sponded when the Palumbos asked us
to go to fund-raisers to raise money for
the work Father D’Agostino was doing
throughout Africa. I told some of his
fellow Jesuits that we long ago decided
that we would do whatever Father
D’Agostino wanted—eventually he’d
make sure we would anyway, so we
might as well do it graciously to begin
with. Nothing fazed him when he was
asking for others. He always went out
of his way to remind Senator DeCon-
cini, Ben Palumbo, and me that we
shared Italian heritage. I once told
him, ‘“Angelo, no matter who you were
seeking help from, you would find
something to connect you, and that
would be the reason to do it.”” I remem-
ber his laugh to this day.

The beauty of Father D’Agostino and
the saintly nature of him was that he
never asked for anything for himself—
it was always for others. He gave a
voice to those who had no voice, and he
leaves a great gap in their lives.
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Even the President of Kenya and his
wife attended the funeral to express his
sorrow for the death of Father
D’Agostino. He told the board members
and others at the funeral that they
must carry on Father D’Ag’s work. He
said, ‘I am sure that is the assurance
Father D’Agostino would have liked.
He founded these homes and wanted to
succeed in reducing the prevalence and
effects of HIV/AIDS. You should take
the responsibility of ensuring that Fa-
ther D’Agostino’s work continues.”

I ask unanimous consent that an ar-
ticle by Joe Holley of The Washington
Post about Father D’Agostino be print-
ed in the RECORD, as well as an article
from the official website of the Presi-
dent of Kenya.

For my part, I feel blessed for having
known Father D’Ag and I mourn his
loss.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

ANGELO D’AGOSTINO; PRIEST AIDED HIV-

POSITIVE ORPHANS
(By Joe Holley)

The Rev. Angelo D’Agostino, 80, a physi-
cian, psychiatrist and Jesuit priest who
opened one of the first orphanages for aban-
doned HIV-positive children in Kenya, died
Nov. 20 of cardiac arrest at the Karen Hos-
pital in Nairobi. He had been hospitalized for
a week with abdominal pain from diverticu-
litis and died after surgery.

Father D’Agostino, who practiced and
taught psychiatry in Washington during the
1970s and ’80s, was called to a country with
more than 1 million children whose parents
have died of AIDS. Many of the children,
often HIV-positive themselves, have been
abandoned or left to roam through Kenya’s
big-city slums.

He encountered the needs of Kenya’'s chil-
dren while serving on the board of governors
for a large orphanage in 1991. When the or-
phanage began receiving scores of abandoned
children who tested HIV-positive, Father
D’Agostino suggested setting up a facility
for them. The board opposed the idea, so in
1992, he founded the Nyumbani Orphanage,
beginning with three HIV-positive children.

Today Nyumbani, or ‘“‘home” in Swahili,
shelters about 100 Kenyan children, from
newborns to 23-year-olds.

The larger nonprofit organization, also
called Nyumbani, includes Lea Toto (Swahili
for ‘‘to raise the child”’), a community-based
program founded in 1998 to provide outreach
services to HIV-positive children and their
families in the Nairobi area. Nyumbani also
has the most advanced blood diagnostic lab-
oratory in Kenya.

At the time of his death, Father
D’Agostino, an indefatigable fundraiser, had
just returned from Rome and the United
States, where he had solicited money for
Nyumbani Village, a self-sustaining commu-
nity to serve the orphans and elderly left be-
hind by the ‘“‘lost generation’ of the AIDS
pandemic. The goal of the village, which has
plans for 100 houses, a school, a clinic and a
community center, is to create new blended
families for orphaned children under the care
of elderly adults.

“It was difficult to say no to him, particu-
larly because what he asked you to do were
the kinds of things your conscience would
bedevil you about if you said no,” said Ben-
jamin L. Palumbo, a Washington attorney
who serves as president of Nyumbani’s U.S.
board of directors.

Father D’Agostino’s friends and orphanage
supporters ran the political gamut, from
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